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Amendmer »«-c M the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims In the 

application: 

1. (Currently amended) A platform uacfu l for contalnln o COmpr'slpg one or more dry 
porous membranes for detecting at least one component In a low volume liquid sample, 
the membranes providing a membrane channel through which the liquid sample can flow 
by capillary action while reactions take place detemiinative of at least one component In 
the sample; 

the platform formed with sample application means and having top and bottom 
layers with hydrophlllc surfaces te that enclose and position the membranes, each layer 
having a top and bottom layer surface formed so that the bottom surface of the top layer 
and the top surface of the bottom layer may bo brought into ajieJn fixed face to face 
contact so that the layers enclose and hold the membranes In place and form a platform 
flow channel upstream of the membranes ond i ncluding inclMSioP -a f an Indent In at 
least one of the hydrophllic surfaces, the fomeA pj^fform flow channel beint ia In fliM 
communication with the membranes to permit the liquid sample to flow In a continuous 
pathway from the sample application means to the distal end of the membranes. 

2. (Currently amended) A IbS platform according to claim 1 I n which jsitlSEaia the 
platform flow channel te fefmed w lth faas an Indent In the bottom surface of the top layer. 

3. (Withdrawn) A platform according to claim l in which the platfonm flow channel Is 
formed In the top surface of the bottom layer. 

4. (Withdrawn) A platform according to claim 1 In which the platform flow channel is 
formed with indents in the top surface of the bottom layer and In the bottom surface of 
the top layer. 
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5 (Currently amended) A Iha platfpm, according to claim l 1» v . hlch there ^ mi^ 
comfidSlDfl a Window In the top layer for observing the results of a reaction which takes 
place in the membrane. 

6 (Currently amended) A device «sefel for the rapid and efficient detection of at least 
one component In a low volume liquid sample, the device containing a membrane .n 
which reactions talce place determinative of the presence of at least one component In the 

''^"""^iie membrane being enclosed in a platform formed with sample application means 
and having top and bottom layers with hydrophlllc surfaces fixed to each other through 
fece to face contact of the bottom surface of the top layer and the top surface of the 
bottom layer to enclose and position the membrane, the surfaces in such face to face 
contact forming a platform flow channel upstream of the membrane via nrPYNon P i! ^ 
♦Reludtog an Indent In at least one of the hydrophlllc surfaces, the feiwe^ piqtform flow , 
Channel ia Mf^ In fluJd communication with the membrane to permit the liquid sample to 
flow in a continuous pathway frtm the application means to the distal end of the 
membrane. 

7. (Currently amended) A JhS. device according to claim 6 H ^hlch i!die£gin the platform 
flow channel u IVj rmcd with on has an Indent In the bottom surface of the top layer. 

8. (Withdrawn) A device according to claim 6 in which the platform flow channel is 
formed with an indent In the top surface of the bottom layer. 

9 (Withdrawn) A device according to claim 6 In which the platform flow channel is 
formed with Indents In the top surface of the bottom layer and the bottom surface of the 
top layer. 

10. (Currently amended) A His device according to claim 6 1 ,. which thoro ic mUSL 
rnmnrismo a wlndow in the top layer for observing the results of a reaction which takes 
place in the membrane. 
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11. (Currently amended) A Ihs device according to claim 6 if.-wl^ whergia the 
membrane contains one or more reagent[s] for detecting one or mora analytetsj. 

12. (Currently amended) A Ibfi-device according to dalm ii i^^-^^ ^ii^^ the 
analyte is selected from the group consisting of hCG, LH, PSA, Myoglobin, Troponin I, 
Troponin T, Creatinine Kinase MB, C Reactive Protein, ApoB 100 and Brain Natriuretic 
Peptide. 

13. (Currently amended) A Bje device according to claim 6 jsihaEiln the 
membrane contains the reagents for detecting Troponin I or Troponin T. 

14. (Withdrawn) A device accoixling to claim 6 In which the membrane contains the 
reagents for detecting hCG. 

15. (Withdrawn) A device accorting to claim 6 in which the membrane contains the 
reagents for detecting LH. 

16. (Withdrawn) A device accorxling to claim 6 In which the membrane contains the 
reagents for detecting PSA. 

17. (Withdrawn) A device according to claim 6 in which the membrane contains the 
reagents for detecting C Reactwe Protein. 

18. (Withdrawn) A device according to claim 6 in which the membrane contains the 
reagents for detecting ApoB 100. 

19. (Withdrawn) A device accowling to claim 6 in which the membrane contains the 
reagents for detecting Brain Natriuretic Peptide. 

20. (Currently amended) A device ttseftri for the rapid and efficient detection of one or 
more components in whole blood sample, the device containing an upstream detection 
membrane and a downstream capture membrane, the detection membrane constructed 
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to filter substantially all of the red blood cells from the sample and containing a nnobile 
labeled detecting reagent which will react with the ope or mpr^ components to form a 
reaction product which moves downstream in the detection membrane; 

a tha caphjre membrane dw in otrQam of the detection mombr7H :>e Bf^ contalnswf 
a fixed. Immobile capture reagent which will react with and concentrate the reaction 
product at a capture line, *he a downstream end of the detection membrane slightly 
overlapping j^ttbLaa the upstream end of the capture membrane; 

the H^f^rfinn membr »n<» :i"H cant-iTP membrane are H'WmU.anea being 
enclosed in a platform fefme* with sample application means and having top and bottom 
layers with hydrophillc surfaces fixed to each other through face to face contact of the 
bottom surface of the top layer and the top surface of the bottom layer to enclose both 
^PT^ ^f»n m^mhran^ q nl ^P*-"-" "lembrane iwefwbfwesi whllu 11>L/ itwnin In »ho 

ovor l apping rolotlonohipB; 

the hvrirophiHe surftiees In sueh face to face contact forming a platform flow 
channel upstream of the detectiflEPt membrane vj^ proviPlon of ■:^^K:^■i■■cluding msIiJdo an 
indent In at least one of the hydrophillc surfaces, «»4 the fefme# Pl^tfprm flow channel 
bemt is in fluid communication with the upstream end of the detactieaflt membrane to 
permit the sample to flow in a continuous pathway from the application means through 
the detection membrane to a distal end of the capture membrane. 

21. (Currently amended) A Ihe device according to claim 20 \f^^fM^ whsiein the 
platform flow channel te formed w i th has an Indent in the bottom surface of the top layer. 

22. (Withdrawn) a device according to claim 20 in which the platform flow channel Is 
formed with an indent In the top surface of the bottom layer. 

23. (Withdrawn) A device according to claim 20 in which the platform flow channel is 
formed with Indents in the top surface of the bottom layer and bottom surface of the top 
layer. 
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24 (Currently amended) A The device according to cialm 20 i " ^ ^hich thcro i s furSJngr 
r.m«rislna a window In the top layer for observation of the results of a reaction which 
takes place In the capture membrane. 

25 (Currently amended) A Ihe device according to claim 20 in-wWeh vtoeia the 
detection membrane contains one or more reagent[s] for detecting one or more 
analytefs]. 

26 (Currently amended) A Jhs. device according to claim 25 In which Wherein the 
analyte Is selected from the group consisting of hCG, LH, PSA, l^yoglobln. Troponin I, 
creatinine Kinase MB, C Reactive Protein, ApoB 100 and Brain Natriuretic Peptide. 

27. (Withdrawn) A device according to claim 20 In which the detection membrane 
contains reagents for detecting hCG. 

28. (Withdrawn) A device according to claim 20 In which the detection membrane, 
contains the reagents for detecting LH. 

29. (Withdrawn) A device according to claim 20 In which the detecting membrane 
contains the reagents for detecting PSA. 

30. (Withdrawn) A device according to claim 20 In which the detecting membrane 
contains the reagents for detecting C Reactive Protein. 

31. (Withdrawn) A device according to claim 20 In which the detecting membrane 
contains the reagents ftjr detecting ApoB 100. 

32. (Withdrawn) A device according to claim 20 In which the detecting membrane 
contains the reagents for detecting Brain Natriuretic Peptide. 
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33 (Currently amended) A lbs device according to claim 20 t«-vrt^ wherein the 
detecting membrane is a glass fibre membrane and the capture membrane is a 
nitrocellulose membrane. 

34. (Currently amended) A Ihe device according to claim 20 in whic h adagcgMl the 
membranes are covered with a transparent cover layer. 

35. (Currently amended) A Jhs. device accorting to claim 34 iit^wWeh jfllbfiCSin the cover 
layer is a polyester film. 

36. (New) The platfbrm of claim 1 or 20, wherein said top and bottom layers further 
comprise open areas to Inhibit the flow of the sample from said platform flow channel 
into space between the surfaces of said top and bottom layers. 

37. (New) The device of claim 6, wherein said top and bottom layers further comprise 
open areas to inhibit the flow of the sample from said platform flow channel into space 
between the surfaces of said top and bottom layers. 

38. (New)The device of claim wherein said bottom layer surface comprises further 
indents that mate with rectangular protrusions in said bottom surface of the top layer. 

39. (New) The device Of claim l, wherein said top surface of the lower layer further 
comprises cylindrical pillars that register with cylindrical Indents in said bottom surface of 
said layer. 
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